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Each year, HB Studio produces one week of staged readings of new full-

length plays. Six plays each receive one evening for a staged reading, followed

by a talk-back with the audience. The goal is to nurture the development of

new plays, and provide a crucial step in the life of a new play that may not yet

be ready for full production or performance. It is an opportunity for playwrights

to see their work on its feet, collaborate with actors and directors, and share

the work among peers and colleagues for feedback, mutual growth, and

dialogue. This is an open opportunity; you do not have to be affiliated with HB

Studio to apply. All original full-length plays are eligible, with preference given

to works that have not received previous opportunities for readings or

performance. Selections will be made by HB Studio’s Artistic Council. 

HB Playwrights Reading Series

2021 HB Playwrights Reading
Series Performance Schedule

GOODBYE, LITTLE GEORGE by Fernando Vieira: June 22, 2021 | 7PM ET

PATERSON by Ash Marinaccio: June 23, 2021 | 7PM ET

SOUTH by Florencia Iriondo: June 24, 2021 | 7PM ET

DATE WITH THE DEVIL by Carmen Burbridge: June 25, 2021 | 7PM ET

FAMILY GAMES by Ellis Charles Hoffmeister: June 26, 2021 | 7PM ET

THE ANGEL MANUAL by Sarah Congress: June 27, 2021 | 7PM ET

Selected from an open call for submissions, the following six plays will each

receive an evening for a public reading with audience feedback over Zoom,

June 22-27, 2021. 

https://hbstudio.org/calendar/goodbye-little-george-by-fernando-viera-hb-playwrights-reading-series/
https://hbstudio.org/calendar/south-by-florencia-iriondo-hb-playwrights-reading-series/
https://hbstudio.org/calendar/date-with-the-devil-by-carmen-burbridge-hb-playwrights-reading-series/
https://hbstudio.org/calendar/family-games-by-ellis-hoffmeister-hb-playwrights-reading-series/
https://hbstudio.org/calendar/the-angel-manual-by-sarah-congress-hb-playwrights-reading-series/


Edith Meeks

Executive & Artistic Director

Dear Friends,

Welcome to the 2020 HB Playwrights Reading Series.

We find ourselves in a moment of transition and rapid change, provoked by a

public health emergency, with immeasurable implications for all aspects of our

culture. Some pieces of our lives have held, others have fallen apart, and

much will be forever changed. Especially in these times, we look to narrative

to help guide and inspire our path forward.

HB Studio's Artistic Council is pleased to share six selected works which

explore a variety of relevant themes, such as identity, trauma, connection, and

compassion—all which aim to spark dialogue across genres, cultures and

beliefs. We’re excited by the range and depth of work represented.

We thank you for joining us tonight to experience these plays in their infancy

and help to nourish their development.

If you can, please stay for a talkback at the end of the presentation. We’d love

to hear your thoughts.

Enjoy the show!



Ellis Charles Hoffmeister is an actor, comedian,

director, and now, playwright. He is incredibly

thankful to everyone at HB Studio for

everything they have taught him. He is honored

to present his first play here today.

Ellis Charles Hoffmeister (Playwright)

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Lisa Purrone (Director)

Tiffa Foster was once semi-forced to pee next

to a yak because she didn't heed her mother's

advice to never pass up an opportunity to use

the bathroom. The yak looked at her for a

moment and then went back to eating as if this

kind of stuff happened all the time. She also

once hooked an alligator (not on purpose) while

fishing when she was a child. The alligator was

none too pleased, but it was more interested in 

Tiffa Foster (Stage Directions)

Lisa Purrone is an actor-director from Staten

Island that focuses on new play development.

Most recently, Lisa's work was featured in

Episode 13: Fulton Street of the MTA RADIO

PLAYS produced by Rattlestick Playwrights

Theater. She is excited and grateful to work on

FAMILY GAMES with this incredible team and

cannot wait for real live rehearsal rooms again! 

Continued on next page



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Alan Altschuler (Howard)

Alan Altschuler is a lifelong New Yorker and

has performed in numerous New York City

theater productions, mostly recently playing

Francis Nurse in the Bedlam Theatre Company’s

hit Off-Broadway production of THE CRUCIBLE.

Other favorite NYC stage roles include HAMLET

(Polonius); A LIE OF THE MIND (Baylor); A

MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM (Oberon); GHOSTS

(Pastor Manders); FESTEN (Helge), CRAZY LADY

OF CHAILLOT (The President); UNCLE VANYA

(Serebryakov); THE SEAGULL (Dr. Dorn); MRS.

WARREN’S PROFESSION (Rev. Samuel Gardner);

MACBETH (King Duncan); and RHINOCEROS

(Botard). Film performances include roles in

PERFORMANCE; OFF HOUR; WORRY DOLLS and

EARLY RELEASE, and TV roles on LAW & ORDER:

SVU and THE ONION NEWS NETWORK. Alan is a

founding board member of the Bedlam Theatre

Company. He is a proud member of AEA and

SAG-AFTRA. Check out Alan’s website:

alanaltschuler.com.  

getting away than getting revenge. (She hopes.) She started writing plays

and screenplays because she was sad and bored, and the next thing she

knew she was happy and too busy. 

http://www.alanaltschuler.com/


Charlie Coursey is a New York based writer and

performer. As an actor, he has performed with

In the Water Theatre Company, Monsterpiece

Theatre Collective, and The National

Shakespeare Theatre of Brooklyn. He is a

current Associate of The Wooster Group, and

his play PROJECTS received a reading at the

2016 RADD festival. He received his BFA in

Acting from Boston University. 

Charlie Coursey (Paul)

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Richie Dang is a 2020 graduate of the Hagen

Core Training program at HB Studio and an

actor based in New York and Los Angeles.

Richie Dang (Kyle)

Continued on next page

Amy Finkbeiner (Laura)

Amy Finkbeiner is an interdisciplinary artist

whose repertoire includes acting, writing,

singing, performance art, and visual art. She

has produced challenging work exploring

sexuality, identity, and the power of collective

action at numerous art venues nationally and

internationally for 30 years. Currently,

Finkbeiner is developing collaborative projects



ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Haley Hoffmeister (Kelly)

Haley Hoffmeister is an actor, writer, and comic

from Eugene, Oregon. She currently lives in Los

Angeles. She can be seen on Amazon Prime in

MY FIRST COMEDY SPECIAL. Her TEDx Talk is

titled “Being a Woman is Not That Hard.”

in acting, screenwriting, and film. Originally from Little Rock, Arkansas, and

based in Brooklyn, she received a Master of Fine Arts from The School of

Visual Arts in New York and studies acting at The William Esper Studio and

HB Studio.

Gary Kahn (Leland)

Gary Kahn is a writer, having completed a

number of 10-minute and full-length plays, as

well as a screenplay for a short film. Staged

readings of his works have been presented at

the HB Playwrights Theatre and the Helen

Gallagher Studio Theatre. Gary has also

performed as an actor in readings of various HB

Studio student-written works.



Lucia Liss is a German-American actress

currently based in New York City. She was

raised by artists between Stuttgart, Germany

and the San Francisco Bay Area, where she

studied theatre at Mills College and the

American Conservatory Theatre. Since

graduating, she has primarily moved into film,

recently starring in the award-winning short

film WAY OUT.

Lucia Liss (Claire)

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

Teo Rapp-Olsson is excited to be performing in

FAMILY GAMES. Teo, a graduate of NYU: Tisch,

is an actor/anxious person. While going to

school for theatre, he has found most of his

work on TV in shows such as: LAW & ORDER:

SVU, BLUE BLOODS, DIVORCE, as well as

numerous commercials and independent films.

For more resume information and outdated

photos check out teorappolsson.com.

Teo Rapp-Olsson (Christian)

Continued on next page

Talia Saraceno (Jane)

Talia Saraceno was born and raised in Endicott,

NY, a small town just west of Binghamton

University and north of the Pennsylvania

border. Her theatre work has primarily

included lead roles in classic American plays

(THE SKIN OF OUR TEETH, THE CRUCIBLE, STEEL

MAGNOLIAS, OUR TOWN, etc.). She also co-

produced, co-directed, and co-starred in a two-

http://teorappolsson.com/


ABOUT THE ARTISTS

woman compilation of vignettes highlighting female strength and tenacity

(SOMETHING UNSPOKEN, MARY OF SCOTLAND, AND UP, DOWN, STRANGE,

CHARMED, BEAUTY, and TRUTH. She founded Transcend Theatre Group, a

company dedicated to reading and performing under-produced plays. She

choreographed a production of LA CAGE AUX FOLLES as well as several

independent works. She has studied with many artists/teachers in New York

City, but most regularly works with Peter Jensen at T. Schreiber. She

currently lives in NYC and works as an actor in both theatre and

television/film. 



FALL-WINTER

INTERIM:

Through free public events,

including readings of new

plays, performances, and

public talks, we invite the

community at large to share

in a dialog about the range

of efforts, intentions, and

influences that drive theater

artists in creating and

producing their work.

View upcoming events:

hbstudio.eventbrite.com

HB PUBLIC

EVENTS 

THE UTA

HAGEN

INSTITUTE

Full-time immersion in the

practical approach to the

acting craft that

characterized Uta Hagen’s

legendary master classes

and classic acting texts.

HAGEN ACTOR'S LAB

ONLINE

    Jun. 6 - 13, 2021

HAGEN TEACHER'S LAB

ONLINE

    Aug. 1 - 8, 2021

HAGEN CORE TRAINING

    Sep. 12, 2021 - Jun. 6, 2022

HB ONLINE CLASSES
HB Studio offers a series of 5-week and 10-week online classes in:

Acting

Acting with the Camera

Actuar en Español

Scene Study

Speech & Voice

Movement

Musical Theater and Singing

Playwriting & Screenwriting

Acting for Young People

Teatro para Jóvenes

Adolescentes

HB Studio offers a variety of short-term workshops. Our list of

upcoming workshops is updated regularly:

Voice Over

Audition Technique

Stop-Motion Animation

Acting in Accent

Shakespearean Acting

many more!

FALL TERM:

Jun. 12 - Aug. 22, 2021

    Part A: Jun. 12 - Jul. 18

    Part B: Jul. 19 - Aug. 22

Sign up for either Part A or Part B independently (5 weeks each), or join both for the full

10-week term. You may join Part B without taking Part A.

We offer the opportunity for new and existing students to audit online

classes in order to observe the instructor’s teaching style and the

culture of the class before making the commitment to register. We

encourage you to try virtual learning with us by auditing a class.

AUDIT A CLASS

H B  S t u d i o  |  N e w  Y o r k ,  N Y  |  h b s t u d i o . o r g  |  @ H B S t u d i o N Y C

SUMMER TERM:

Sep. 13 - Nov. 23, 2021

    Part A: Sep. 13 - Oct. 18

    Part B: Oct. 19 - Nov. 23

http://hbstudio.eventbrite.com/


2021 HB SEASON SPONSORS

HELEN GALLAGHER
ANNE JOHNSON

JAY LAGHI
EARL ZIMMERMAN AND BARBARA SHEEHAN

IN MEMORY OF FOLK SINGER RUTH JACOBS

HB STUDIO BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Marie-Louise Stegall, President

Duncan Hazard, Vice President

David C. Rich, Vice President

Theodore S. Berger, Secretary

Dr. Wallace Johnson, Treasurer

Richard Mawe,

President Emeritus

Edith Meeks, 

Executive & Artistic Director

HB ARTIST CHAMPIONS

CO-CHAIRS

Jessica Hecht

John David Washington

Alexander Bernstein 

Donna de Matteo

Jessica Douieb 

Dr. Jeffrey Gardere

Alison Lonshein 

Cindy Curtis Nelson

Rochelle Oliver 

Alan Pally

Caroline Aaron

Pablo Andrade

Dr. Julie Barnes 

& Matthew Conlon
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Ted Brunetti

Katharine Cullison

Lorna Courtney
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Tovah Feldshuh

Leticia Thyra Ferrer

Katie Finneran

Maria Fontanals

Arthur French

Mary Francina Golden 

& Kenneth V. Handal

Pat Golden

Tony Goldwyn

Samuel Groom

Benjamin Howes

Rasa Allan Kazlas

Marsha Mason

Marion McCorry

Rosemary McNamara

Alfredo Narciso

Vincent Pastore

Amanda Peet

David Hyde Pierce

George Port

Carol Rosenfeld

Laila Robins

Annabella Sciorra

Lorraine Serabian

David Maurice Sharp

Trudy Steibl

Gus Solomons jr

Teresa Thyra               

....Teuscher

Jennifer Tipton

Dee Wallace



120 Bank Street | New York, NY 10016 | 212-675-2370 | hbstudio.org

HB Studio is a vital resource for the NY and global theater community, offering

employment, continuity, and creative connection for performing artists through

online classes, workshops, performance opportunities, and free online public

programming. With students and audiences joining us virtually from across North

America, Asia, Europe, South America, and Africa, we are reflecting on this global

crisis together and forging meaningful connections that inspire us to look ahead to

brighter days. Help us continue our mission-driven work by making a donation today.

HBSTUDIO.ORG/DONATE


